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‘Umar (radiyallahu ‘anh) said, “By He in whose 
hand is my soul, if Abu Bakr had obeyed us, we 
would have committed kufr in a single morning, 
and that was when they asked him to go easy 
concerning zakah [by not waging war against 
the apostates over it], but he refused. He said, 
‘If they were to withhold from me a short 
rope, | would wage jihad against them over it’” 
[Musannaf Ibn Abt Shaybah]. 


He (radiyallahu ‘anh) also said, “We almost 
committed kufr in a single morning if not that 
Allah saved us through Abu Bakr as-Siddiq 
(radiyallahu ‘anh)” [Al-Ibanah al-Kubra]. 


Abu Raja’ al-“Utarid! said, “I entered al-Madinah 
and saw the people gathered around a man 
kissing the head of another while the kisser 
was saying, ‘May | be killed in your defense! 
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If not for you, we would have been ruined’ 
So | asked, “Who is the kisser and who is the 
one being kissed?’ They said, ‘That is ‘Umar 
kissing Abu Bakr’s head for his war against the 
people of apostasy who resisted zakah” [Tarikh 
Dimashq]. 


Abu Hurayrah (radiyallahu ‘anh) said, “By He 
other than whom there is no god, if Abu Bakr 
had not been appointed khalifah, Allah would 
not be worshipped on the Earth!” He repeated 


this three times [AI-I’tiqad — al-Bayhaaqj]. 


Wak?’ Ibn al-Jarrah (rahimahullah) said, “If not 
for Abu Bakr, Islam would have perished” [AI- 
lbanah al-Kubra]. 


Al-Hasan al-Basri (rahimahullah) said, “The 
Arabs apostatized, so Abu Bakr consulted the 





people concerning them. They all counseled 
him to accept prayer from them and leave 
zakah up to them. So he said, ‘By Allah, if they 
were to withhold a short rope that they used to 
give Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam), | 
would wage jihad against them.’ If not for what 
Abu Bakr had done, the people would have 
practiced ilhad (heresy) concerning zakah until 
Resurrection Day” [Tarikh Dimashq]. 


‘Umar (radiyallahu ‘anh) said, “By Allah, a day or 
night of Abu Bakr’s (radiyallahu ‘anh) is better 
than ‘Umar and the family of “Umar since they 
were born... As for the day then it was the day 
that Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 
passed away and those who apostatized from 
the Arabs apostatized and said, ‘We will pray 
but not give zakah nor collect it. So | came to 
him never neglecting to advise him. I said, ʻO 
Khalifah of Rasulullah, attract the people and 
be soft with them, for it is as if they’ve been 
deserted.’ So he said, ‘I had hoped for your 
support and you came with your forsaking? Are 
you severe in Jahiliyyah and cowardly in Islam? 
With what may | attract them? With contrived 
poetry or fabricated sorcery? That can never 
be! The Prophet (sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 
passed away, the revelation has ceased, and the 
religion has been completed. Shall it decrease 
while | am still alive! By Allah, | will wage jihad 


MONUMENTAL STANCE 


against them as long as my hand can still hold 
the sword, even if they only withhold from mea 
short rope!’ So | saw him to be wiser and firmer 
than me in this. He disciplined the people over 
matters, making their hardships easier for me 
to deal with when | was given authority over 
them. This was his day” [Musnad al-Farug — Ibn 
Kathir; Jami’ al-Usul — lbnul-Athir]. 


Abu Hurayrah (radiyallahu ‘anh) said, “When 
Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 
passed away, Abu Bakr was appointed khalifah 
after him, and the Arabs apostatized, ‘Umar 
(radiyallahu ‘anh) said, ‘How can you fight the 
people when Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
Sallam) has said, ‘I! was ordered to fight the 
people until they say, ‘There is no god but Allah.’ 
So whoever says it, then his wealth and blood is 
saved from me except by its due right, and their 
judgment is for Allah.” Abu Bakr said, ‘By Allah, 
| will fight those who differentiate between 
prayer and zakah, for zakah is from the right 
due upon wealth. By Allah, if they were to resist 
giving me a short rope that they used to give 
to Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam), | 
would fight them over their resistance to giving 
it.” ‘Umar (radiyallahu ‘anh) said, ‘By Allah, as 
soon as | saw that Allah opened Abu Bakr’s 
heart (radiyallahu ‘anh) towards war, | knew it 
to be the truth” [Al-Bukhari and Muslim]. 





